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mare and bags of rice, arms if needed, and always the kiswa,
or robe of honour, and sometimes gold. The King's count-
ing-house is then busy from morning to night.

Now in November there were few visitors, but there was
a crowd at the city gate and in the sandy lane leading to
the Qasr Feisal.

For the Arabians, Feisal's old Palace, in the heart of their
capital, is full of historical interest, like St James's Palace
in England for the English.

A little way up a narrow street, not far from FeisaPs
Palace, is the Masmak Fort, which Ibn Saud attacked with
a handful of men and wrested from the Turkish Rashidi
Governor in 1901. Ibn Saud had waited concealed with
his followers until dawn, when the Governor used to inspect
his horses at the gate of the Masmak. On that morning the
brave little band surprised him and his men, and after a
fierce struggle in the doorway, where a spear still remains
embedded in the wood, the Rashidi Governor was killed
and his escort overcome. This story one of the Arabs with
us told as we passed near the scene.

Their own history is very well known to the Nejdis, In
a land where there are no mass-produced entertainments
for the public, and few Government secrets, the recital of
stories of the past is still welcome. The Bedouin whom we
now saw thronging the markets of Riyadh could, any one
of them, have given an outline of the history of Nejd for the
last half-century, with a very near approach to accuracy.
Brought up to these stories of the past, and ever on the
watch that no enemy, or Nature herself, is not about to
fling them over the narrow edge which alone in the harsh
life of the desert separates them from disaster for their family
and tribe, they develop a good memory and a surprising
perspicacity. Detailed news that seems to have arrived with
impossible speed is often proved to have been correct. The
premises being known, the pondering Bedouin, has worked
out the probable courses following upon them and success-
fully prophesied. When the rains fall early in a certain
district, and not at all in another, he knows what will follow.